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The aim of this paper is to examine the findings of two qualitative research
projects as they relate to transformative learning among teenagers through cross
cultural/theological worship at Taizé. The first research project in April 2006
involved Taizé in an ongoing piece of research in how young people understand
and express worship. The second research project was a case study on young
adults visiting Taizé from England in 2013. The research question applied to the
findings is, ‘Can a spiritual pilgrimage to a location with a contrasting theological,
culture and practice create a theological and experiential dissonance that could
result in transformative learning?’

The first research project discovered similarities (and some contrasts) to worship
young people described as authentic. The second project explored
transformative changes in the young people in this familiar yet strange worship
setting. Turner’s theory of liminality and Mizirow’s theory of transformative
learning suggest that experiences of dissonance within the context of pilgrimage
and cross cultural/theological experience may form fertile ground for
transformational change. The findings indicated that individuals experienced
some degree of transformation in theology and/or practice and that a process
was initiated that required further action in order for a transformation to be fully
realised.
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